




2024 Annual Meeting & Seminar 
September 12-13, 2024 • Embassy Suites by Hilton Des Moines Downtown

Register to attend at: rb.gy/f93wc4

Hotel/Venue

Embassy Suites by Hilton Des Moines Downtown  
101 East Locust Street, Des Moines, IA 50309 

ROOM RATES: $173/night + tax

DEADLINE: Monday, August 12, 2024

BOOK ONLINE: rb.gy/po92m4

You can also book by calling 1-800-EMBASSY and 
asking for the Iowa Defense Counsel Association 
(IDCA) Annual Meeting and Seminar room rate.

Networking Reception

Your attendance at the 2024 Annual Meeting & 
Seminar includes the Thursday night networking 
reception! 

WHEN: Thursday, September 12 at 6:00 pm 

WHERE: The Republic on Grand (401 E Grand 
Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50309)

Thank you to Minnesota Lawyers Mutual for 
sponsoring the networking reception. 



7:45 AM – 8:00 AM Welcome and Opening Remarks

Agenda

8:00 AM – 8:20 AM Case Law Update #1: Employment/Civil Procedure — Zack Martin

Thursday, September 12

8:20 AM – 9:00 AM Permission to Pay? Consent Issues During Settlement 
Chris Wertzberger; Josh Strief

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM Fitness To Improve Your Practice 
Kathryn Atkinson Koverberg; Gail Witte; James P. Craig; Judge Soorholtz Greer

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM Break

10:15 AM – 10:35 AM Case Law Update #2: Contracts/Commercial — Jaquilyn Waddell Boie

10:35 AM – 11:35 AM How Reinsurance Impacts Insurance Company Operations — Brad Buchanan

11:35 AM – 12:00 PM Case Law Update #3: Torts/Negligence — Brendan McGuire

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Lunch Break

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM Practical, Effective and Ethical Uses for AI in the Law Firm — Todd C. Scott

2:00 PM – 2:45 PM Transform Your Writing in 45 Minutes — Dawn Barker Anderson

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM Break

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM Artificial Intelligence: A Brave New World — John T. Sly

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM Building the Bar: Steps Toward Successful Mentorship from the Perspective of 
Young Attorneys — Luke M. Zahari; Caleb Piersma; Nathan Kooker

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Networking Reception at Republic on Grand

8:00 AM – 8:30 AM Challenging Experts in Federal and State Court — Mike C. Richards

8:30 AM – 9:00 AM Iowa Non-Economic Damage Caps — Joseph F. Moser

Friday, September 13

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM Break

10:15 AM – 11:00 AM Defending Unemployment Claims — Terri C. Davis

11:00 AM – 11:30 AM Criminal Representation: A Sprint Lap — Jeff Wright

11:30 AM – 12:00 PM The Basics of Insurance Coverage Opinions — Ben Kenkel

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Digital Forensics — Robert Hartkemeyer

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM Witness Prep — Scot G. Doyen



Thank You to Our Sponsors!

Join our growing list of sponsors! rb.gy/8a9jt3

Platinum Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Exhibitor Sponsors

Law Firm Sponsors

Hammer Law Firm 
Hopkins & Huebner
Lamson Dugan and Murray LLP
Shuttleworth & Ingersoll
Whitfield & Eddy Law

Ahlers & Cooney, P.C.
Aspelmeier, Fisch, Power, Engberg & Helling PLC
Carmoney Law Firm
Dickinson, Bradshaw, Fowler & Hagen, P.C.
Elverson Vasey



1255 SW Prairie Trail Parkway
Ankeny, IA 50023

Find us on LinkedIn

IDCA Annual Meeting

2023-2024 Board of Directors

September 12–13, 2024
60TH ANNUAL MEETING & SEMINAR
September 12–13, 2024
Embassy Suites by Hilton, Des Moines Downtown
Des Moines, Iowa

President Amanda Richards

President-Elect Pat Sealey

Secretary Sean O’Brien

Treasurer Jace Bisgard

Past President Sam Anderson

District I Christopher Fry

District II Christopher Wertzberger

District III Bill Larson

District IV Michael Gibbons

District V Jon Vasey

District VI Brenda Walrichs

District VII Josh McIntyre

District VIII Brent Ruther

At-Large Bryn Hazelwonder

At-Large Michele Hoyne

At-Large Katie Gral

At-Large Jason O’Rourke

At-Large Josh Strief

New Lawyers Rep Blake Hanson

New Lawyers Rep Bryony Whitaker

DRI Representative Kami Holmes

Join IDCA
Do you know a colleague or a member of your firm that would benefit from joining IDCA? 
Please encourage them to sign on with IDCA by contacting staff@iowadefensecounsel.org


